
Check the source



How to Identify Reliable Information

▪ What is reliable information?
▪

▪

▪

▪



What makes a source reliable? 

▪ To determine whether a source is reliable or not you must look at certain criteria. 
1. Authority: Who is the author? What are their credentials? Do they have 

knowledgeable experience in the field they are writing about? What is their 
reputation?

2. Accuracy: Compare the author’s information to that which you already know is 
reliable. Are there proper citations? Is the information biased? If so, does it 
affect research conclusions

3. Coverage: Is the information relevant to your topic and does it meet your 
needs? Consider what you need such as statistics, charts, and graphs.

4. Currency: Is your topic constantly evolving? Topics in technology and medical 
innovation require sources that are up to date.
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Tools to check the reliability of information
1. FactCheck.org - This website is run by the Annenberg Public Policy Center at the University of 

Pennsylvania. It is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that aims to fact-check political 

statements, speeches, and claims made by public figures.

2. Snopes.com - This website has been around since the mid-1990s and is one of the oldest and 

most respected fact-checking websites. It covers a wide range of topics, including politics, 

science, and entertainment.

3. PolitiFact.com - This website is run by the Poynter Institute, a nonprofit journalism training 

organization. PolitiFact fact-checks statements made by politicians and public figures and rates 

them on a scale from "True" to "Pants on Fire.”

4. Google Fact Check Explorer: This tool is a part of Google Newsand allows users to search for 

fact-checking articles from various sources. It uses ClaimReview markup to identify fact-checking 

articles.



5. NewsGuard: This browser extension rates news websites based on their credibility and 

transparency. It provides a red or green shield icon next to news articles to indicate whether the 

website is trustworthy or not.

6. TinEye: This tool allows users to perform reverse image searchesto check the authenticity of 

images used in news articles.

7. Hoaxy: This tool tracks the spread of fake news articles and visualizations on social media 

platforms.

8. Media Bias/Fact Check (MBFC) - MBFC evaluates the bias of news websites and provides 

information about their fact-checking and reliability.

9. InVID-WeVerify This browser extension is a Chrome and Firefox extension that helps users verify 

the authenticity of images and videos found online.
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